
235

Off. of Spec. Educ. and Rehab. Services, Education § 345.43 

entity to provide protection and advo-
cacy services, pursuant to 
§ 345.30(b)(12)(ii). 

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2213 (d) and (e); section 
103 (d) and (e) of the Act).

Subpart D—How Does the 
Secretary Make a Grant?

§ 345.40 How does the Secretary evalu-
ate an application for a develop-
ment grant under this program? 

The Secretary evaluates each appli-
cation using the selection criteria in 34 
CFR 75.210. 

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(a); section 102(a) of 
the Act)

§ 345.41 What other factors does the 
Secretary take into consideration in 
making development grant awards 
under this program? 

In making development grants under 
this program, the Secretary takes into 
consideration, to the extent feasible— 

(a) Achieving a balance among States 
that have differing levels of develop-
ment of consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance; and 

(b) Achieving a geographically equi-
table distribution of the grants. 

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(c); section 102(c) of 
the Act)

§ 345.42 What is the review process for 
an application for an extension 
grant? 

(a) The Secretary may award an ini-
tial extension grant to any State 
that— 

(1) Provides the evidence described in 
§ 345.6(b) and makes the demonstration 
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section; 

(2) Demonstrates that the State has 
made significant progress, and has car-
ried out systems change and advocacy 
activities that have resulted in signifi-
cant progress, toward the development 
and implementation of a consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide pro-
gram of technology-related assistance, 
consistent with this part; and 

(3) Holds a public hearing in the third 
year of a program carried out under a 
development grant, after providing ap-
propriate and sufficient notice to allow 

interested groups and organizations 
and all segments of the public an op-
portunity to comment on the program. 

(b) The Secretary may award a sec-
ond extension grant to any State 
that— 

(1) Provides the evidence described in 
§ 345.6(b) and makes the demonstration 
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section; 

(2) Describes the steps the State has 
taken or will take to continue on a per-
manent basis the consumer-responsive 
comprehensive statewide program of 
technology-related assistance with the 
ability to maintain, at a minimum, the 
outcomes achieved by the systems 
change and advocacy activities; 

(3) Identifies future funding options 
and commitments for the program 
from the public and private sector and 
the key individuals, agencies, and orga-
nizations to be involved in, and to di-
rect future efforts of, the program; and 

(4) Holds a public hearing in the sec-
ond year of a program carried out 
under an initial extension grant, after 
providing appropriate and sufficient 
notice to allow interested groups and 
organizations and all segments of the 
public an opportunity to comment on 
the program. 

(c) In making any award to a State 
for a second extension grant, the Sec-
retary makes an award contingent on a 
determination, based on the on-site 
visit in § 345.53, that the State is mak-
ing significant progress toward devel-
opment and implementation of a con-
sumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related as-
sistance, except where the Secretary 
determines that the on-site visit is un-
necessary. If the Secretary determines 
that the State is not making signifi-
cant progress, the Secretary may take 
an action described in § 345.61. 

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2213 (b) and (e) and 
2215(a)(2); sections 103 (b) and (e) and 105(a)(2) 
of the Act)

§ 345.43 What priorities does the Sec-
retary establish? 

(a) The Secretary gives, in each of 
the 2 fiscal years succeeding the fiscal 
year in which amounts are first appro-
priated for carrying out development 
grants, priority for funding to States 
that received development grants 
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under this part during the fiscal year 
preceding the fiscal year concerned. 

(b) For States that are applying for 
initial extension grants, the Secretary 
gives, in any fiscal year, priority to 
States that received initial extension 
grants during the fiscal year preceding 
the fiscal year concerned. 

(c) The Secretary may establish 
other appropriate priorities under the 
Act. 

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 2212(b)(4) and 2213(c); 
sections 102(b)(4) and 103(c) of the Act)

Subpart E—What Conditions Must 
Be Met After an Award?

§ 345.50 What are the reporting re-
quirements for the recipients of de-
velopment and extension grants? 

(a) States receiving development and 
extension grants shall submit annually 
to the Secretary a report that docu-
ments significant progress in devel-
oping and implementing a consumer-
responsive comprehensive statewide 
program of technology-related assist-
ance documenting the following: 

(1) The progress the State has made, 
as determined in the State’s annual as-
sessment (consistent with the guide-
lines established by the Secretary 
under § 345.51) in achieving the State’s 
goals, objectives, and outcomes as 
identified in the State’s application, 
and areas of need that require atten-
tion in the next year, including unan-
ticipated problems with the achieve-
ment of the goals, objectives, and out-
comes described in the application, and 
the activities the State has undertaken 
to rectify these problems. 

(2) The systems change and advocacy 
activities carried out by the State in-
cluding— 

(i) An analysis of the laws, regula-
tions, policies, practices, procedures, 
and organizational structure that the 
State has changed, has attempted to 
change, or will attempt to change dur-
ing the next year, to facilitate and in-
crease timely access to, provision of, or 
funding for, assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services; 
and 

(ii) A description of any written poli-
cies and procedures that the State has 
developed and implemented regarding 
access to, provision of, and funding for, 

assistive technology devices and assist-
ive technology services, particularly 
policies and procedures regarding ac-
cess to, provision of, and funding for, 
such devices and services under edu-
cation (including special education), 
vocational rehabilitation, and medical 
assistance programs. 

(3) The degree of involvement of var-
ious State agencies, including the 
State insurance department, in the de-
velopment, implementation, and eval-
uation of the program, including any 
interagency agreements that the State 
has developed and implemented regard-
ing access to, provision of, and funding 
for, assistive technology devices and 
assistive technology services such as 
agreements that identify available re-
sources for, assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services 
and the responsibility of each agency 
for paying for such devices and serv-
ices. 

(4) The activities undertaken to col-
lect and disseminate information about 
the documents or activities analyzed or 
described in paragraphs (a) (1) through 
(3) of this section, including outreach 
activities to underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations and ef-
forts to disseminate information by 
means of electronic communication. 

(5) The involvement of individuals 
with disabilities who represent a vari-
ety of ages and types of disabilities in 
the planning, development, implemen-
tation, and assessment of the con-
sumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related as-
sistance, including activities under-
taken to improve such involvement, 
such as consumer training and out-
reach activities to underrepresented 
populations and rural populations. 

(6) The degree of consumer satisfac-
tion with the program, including satis-
faction by underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations. 

(7) Efforts to train personnel as well 
as consumers. 

(8) Efforts to reduce the service deliv-
ery time for receiving assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive tech-
nology services. 

(9) Significant progress in the provi-
sion of protection and advocacy serv-
ices, in each of the areas described in 
§ 345.55(c)(1)(ii). 
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